Green Community Project Update

The Mountain Lakes League of Women Voters have been very busy this year showing neighbors how to be “greener” with the Green Community Project. They have been so busy and so successful, the National League of Women Voters has recognized them with the outstanding Pioneer Award. Fuelled by the positive responses, the League has laid out plans to continue their “greening” into next year. 

The ladies have been working with the elementary school and the Environmental Commission to improve the town’s recycling programs. They have also sponsored three special events this spring in the Mountain Lakes community. Over 100 different individuals attended one or more of these events! 
On March 28th, in the first ever joint program with the Mountain Lakes Garden Club, over sixty Mountain Lakes residents attended a program on Environmentally Friendly Gardening with Bruce Crawford, Director of Rutgers Gardens and Adjunct Professor at Rutgers University.  Bruce emphasized the importance of good landscape design which draws individuals outdoors to appreciate nature and become motivated to protect it. Among many interesting and amusing tips on sustainable gardening, Bruce discussed the use of trees to shade in the summer and provide wind protection in the winter and the benefits of home composting.
On April 15th and 17th,  The Green Community Project team presented the results of a series of Home Energy Audits that were conducted in seven different houses in Mountain Lakes by four different auditors. The presentations outlined the different services that the auditors offered and highlighted the findings and learning from the process.  The most important of these are the benefits of improved insulation and sealing, the issues with air leakage with “high hat” light fixtures and the disturbingly high numbers of homes that had gas or carbon monoxide leaks.  A list of the auditors used is available on the project blog: http://greencommunityproject.blogspot.com.

This month’s environmental movie night featured an edited version of Deborah Koons Garcia’s “The Future of Food” on April 29th.  This powerful movie stressed the health and political issues surrounding the proliferation of unmarked genetically modified food in our supermarkets while exploring the options available to consumers who wish to avoid these products. Four Environmental Movie nights are planned. The next one will be held November 18th, 2008. 
The Mountain Lakes League is the Pioneer Award winner in one of two categories – the "new, unique, and innovative". Winning entries emphasized opportunities for organizational growth and visibility, membership recruitment, and community outreach, in addition to meeting the goals of the specific program. The National League of Women Voters will present the award at their 48th National Convention in Portland, OR. 

