
 Who We  Are...  

Our congregation views the ministry of St. Peterõs to be diverse in terms of 

geography, community and mission.  People of varying ages, family 

constellations, and capabilities unite in Christian worship under the banner of 

the Episcopal Church. 

Our worship is enhanced by the support of adult and youth ushers, acolytes, lay 

readers, chalice bearers and music as required by the liturgy.  The nearly forty 

members of the Altar Guild prepare and beautify the sanctuary with a self-

sustaining budget.  A part-time Music Director has increased participation in 

both the Senior, Childrenõs and Cherub choirs  while also instituting a Bell 

Choir for adults and special needs children. Music was greatly enhanced with 

the recent renovations and additions to the pipe organ, creating a  great 

background for special musical performances such as Handelõs Messiah. 

Young people serve the parish as acolytes and oblation bearers, participate in 

choir and community service.  In 2008, there were twelve  Confirmands.  

Several years ago, the YES (Youth, Education, and Service) committee was 

created to provide a focal point for support of youth programs. 

Christian Education encompasses both young and old with an established 

Sunday School program for preschool through seventh grade.  Adult education 

is centered on Rector-led Bible study and seasonal enrichment programs. A 

year-long confirmation program involves the students, mentors, parents and 

the Rector. 

St. Peterõs Vestry is made up of fourteen members, including a Senior and a 

Junior Warden.  Administrative committees include Property-maintaining the 

building, grounds and Memorial Garden; Finance-managing budgets and 

expenses, Stewardship, Personnel, and a new Technology committee-working 

on parish and community communication. Additional Committees are Pastoral 

Care to aid and support all parishioners, Fellowship/Membership encouraging 

in-reach and supporting events such as our Annual Auction, Family Nights, 

Book Club and Menõs Breakfast Group, and Outreach to help the surrounding 

communities and beyond. 

  

    Our  Rectoré 

A Christian who lives their ministry each and every dayé 
Who nurtures spirituality in the parish based upon a deep understanding of the Anglican 
tradition and the richness of the traditional liturgy, 

Who, through dynamic preaching, can impart an intellectually rich interpretation of the 
Scriptures that is meaningful in the life of parishionersõ daily lives, 

Who supports strong lay leadership while guiding parishioners toward  common goals and 
achievement  of the parish mission, 

A Pastoral Leader for all parishionersé 
Who is warm and welcoming at both Church and Rectory to all visitors and parish-
ioners, 
Who assists all parishioners on their faith journeys through personal contact, home 
visits or consolation during periods of grief or loss, 
Who will encourage and guide all parishioners to use their ôtime and talentõ for the 
good of the parish, 
And who will cultivate programs for young people that will increase their spiritual-
ity and their joy in being a Christian and an active member of the parish 

A Guide for lay peopleôs ministry in the programs of the Parishé 
Who will act as a leader to the dedicated lay people who manage parish programs, 

Who has a firm grasp on decision-making processes and how to be successful in 
achieving goals set by the Vestry/Parish, and who has the ability to set priorities, 
manage time-lines and commitments, 
Who will promote an understanding and respect for financial and fiscal responsibili-
ties of the parish, 
Who has strong managerial skills and the ability to direct office and support per-
sonnel, and who delegates effectively. 

Worship ð A Rector who will deepen the spirituality of parishioners through lit-
urgy, preaching, education and special programs. 
Leadership ñA Rector  who will work collaboratively with a  core laity while 
expanding participation to guide, inspire, and set goals to achieve our common 
Christian mission. 
Manage Growth ñA Rector who will continue to nurture the parish with in-
reach and adult programs, as well as garnering new members for sustainable growth 
to  provide a continued source of support for a balanced budget, music and youth 
programs. 
Youth ñA Rector who can understand, identify, and cultivate resources to ex-
pand youth programs. 

Expectations for Our Rector...  

St. Peterõs Website:    www.stpeters.addr.com  



St. Peterõs was founded in 1923 by members of St. Johnõs Church in Boonton, 
recognizing the new developing community in neighboring Mountain Lakes. 
Our stone structure built in a Tudor Revival design with overtones of the Arts 
and Crafts movement,  sitting majestically on a hill overlooking lakes, homes and 
schools, was consecrated in 1926. 
Rectory was purchased in 1960 on property adjacent to the Church.  It is a his-
toric Hapgood home with wide and welcoming front porch, formal living and 
dining rooms, recently renovated kitchen, seven bedrooms and five bathrooms in 
a three-story structure. 
Parish hall and industrial kitchen were added in 1956 to provide greater space for 
expanding church needs . 
Large stained glass window added in 1978 at rear of the church, now backlit, pro-
vides a magnificent visual presence throughout the community. 
Ronald H. Rowland Garth Memorial Garden created outside Sacristy in 1980. 
Parishioner gifts enabled total renovations of the Altar Guild room and the organ 

in 2007, as well as the addition of air conditioning in 2008. 

Mountain Lakes is a community encompassing 1,400 homes built among 
narrow, winding roads following the contour of the land.  The borough 
holdings include nine manmade lakes and undeveloped woodlands making up 
forty percent of the 3.2 square-mile community where half of St. Peterõs 
parishioners reside.  The balance of the congregation are from the surrounding 
communities in historic Morris County, New Jersey. 
Morris County, located in suburban northern New Jersey, consists of 39 
municipalities and approximately 470,000 residents.  There is a strong 
commitment to recreational greenspace and education.  Education is a priority, 
with several of the top schools systems in New Jersey as well as three 
universities, a college and the vibrant County College of Morris all located 
here. 
We are only 30 miles due west of New York City, easily accessible by train, 
bus and car. 

Where We Live...  

       St. Peterõs has been 
blessed with an energetic and responsible lay person involve-
ment.  Our new Rector will need to be equally energetic and 
willing to thrive in an environment of interaction and active 
participation with creative parish leadership.  We recognize a 
need for our Rector to be a strong administrator working col-
laboratively with the Vestry and laity to provide guidance and 
direction. Of primary importance will be the new Rectorõs 
leadership and active participation and management of St.  
Peterõs goals: 

Increase participation to achieve our common mission 

Manage growth to support programs and a balanced budget 

Identify and cultivate resources to expand youth  
 programs 

Maintain our strong liturgical tradition 
 We envision a person with a sense of humor, a joy for 
life!  Someone with an inclination for fun and an authentic en-
thusiasm for reaching out and encouraging people to make use 
of their skills and talents.  The Rector will be working with our 
youth as well as adults, guiding them on their individual faith 
journeys.  We have found that parishioners have come to St 
Peterõs for a variety of reasonsñsome were raised in this par-
ish; some chose it as a compromise between two other faiths as 
a result of marriage or a move into the immediate area; others 
found an attraction to the programs and to St. Peterõs as a 
ôfamily churchõ, and by extension an associated feature is a 
ôwelcoming priestõ as well as a welcoming parish. 
 The ministry at St. Peterõs is not limited to our mem-
bers.  We are an active parish reaching out to the needy in our 
communities, with support of the soup kitchen and childrenõs 
development program at neighboring parishes.  Outreach ex-
tends beyond the immediate borders in support of food pan-
tries, homeless shelters and youth services in Mountain Lakes, 
in Morris County, and in the Diocese of Newark to meet global 
needs. 
 Our new priest will find success at St. Peterõs through 
personal and pastoral relationships and by relating the Gospel to 
the modern world. 
 More specifically we would likeé. 

   Turn to the next page! 
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